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might be turned to a bad account. I say that it is
important that the interests of the persons in authority
hould not conflict with or oppose the interests of the
community at large ; but I do not insist upon their
having the same interests as the whole population
because I am not aware that such a state of things
ever existed in any country.
No political form has been discovered hitherto
which is equally favourable to the prosperity and the
development of all the classes into which society is
divided. These classes continue to form, as it were,
a certain number of distinct nations in the same
nation ; and experience has shown that it is no less
dangerous to place the fate of these classes exclusively
in the hands of any one of them than it is to make one
people the arbiter of the destiny of another. When
the rich alone govern, the interest of the poor is
always endangered ; and when the poor make the
laws, that of the rich incurs very serious risks. TV^
advantage of democracy does not consist, therefore,
as has sometimes been asserted, in favouring the
prosperity of all, but simply in contributing to the
well-being of the greatest possible number.
The men who are intrusted with the direction of
public affairs in the United States are frequently
inferior, both in point of capacity and of morality,
to those whom aristocratic institutions would raise
to power. But their interest is identified and con-
founded with that of the majority of their fellow-
citizens. They may frequently be faithless and
frequently mistaken, but they will never systematically
adopt a line of conduct opposed to the will of the
majority ; and it is impossible that they should give
a dangerous or an exclusive tendency to the govern-
ment.
The maladministration of a democratic magistrate